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Editorial 


MOVING ON 


By Gerry Gable 


THIS OCTOBER is an auspicious month for the anti- 
fascist movement, as it marks the 75th anniversary of 
the Battle of Cable Street, a great people's victory over 
Oswald Mosley’s fascist Blackshirts, and of the formation 
of the heroic International Brigades to fight General 
Franco's fascists in Spain. The International Brigades 
went to Spain to defend a democratically elected 
government, while the Allied governments pursued a 
policy of appeasement that allowed Hitler and Mussolini 
to provide troops and air support to the fascists. 

Searchlight has always been proud of its links to both 
events, through old anti-fascist fighters who helped 
establish Searchlight in May 1964 and the many other 
supporters and friends who fought in Spain, at Cable 
Street or both, or have relations who did so. Since those 
days there have been many other battles with Britain's 
home-grown nazis, some won, others lost. Some of us 
had the privilege of working in the postwar anti-fascist 
movement and radical journalism alongside some of the 
movement's giants. 

Searchlight developed from an occasional newspaper 
in the 1960s via an anti-fascist news agency to a 
monthly magazine that started in February 1975 and has 
appeared without fail every month since April 1975. 
Although the magazine has carried a wide range of 
reports and features, it has primarily been intelligence- 
led. This is why the magazine has lasted so long and 
why it has been a crucial element in the anti-fascist 
victories over the British National Party and the failure of 
any fascist party to make real headway in the UK. 

The editor of Searchlight has never been a paid 
position but one held on a voluntary basis. The various 
editors over the years have either received their income 
for carrying out other aspects of the wider work of the 
Searchlight organisation or earned a living as freelance 
journalists. 

Late last month Nick Lowles, the prime creator of the 
very successful HOPE not hate campaign, decided to 
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stand down as editor. It has fallen back on me as one of 
Searchlight's founding editorial team, a former editor 
and more recently the magazine's publisher, to resume 
the editorship and, with colleagues, steer Searchlight 
towards its 50th birthday in May 2014. 

Plans are under way for a book on Searchlight at 50, 
which will chart the history of the magazine and its role 
in fighting the far right. A second book will tell the story 
of Searchlight's intelligence work, though of necessity 
some of those involved over the years must still remain 
anonymous. 

Over the past year we have broken new ground by 
forming a working partnership with the Radicalism and 
New Media Research Group at the University of 
Northampton. Searchlight has provided speakers and 
panels for the research group's twice-yearly conferences, 
some of which have an international dimension, and we 
have recently formed a joint publishing venture to 
produce books under the series title, Mapping the Right, 
the first of which was launched last month. The thinking 
behind this venture, which is essentially non-profit 
making, is to provide reasonably priced books that span 
the academic and practice divide, aimed at students, 
practitioners and some increasingly hard-up academics. 

This partnership will also enhance the work we have 
done for many years in providing information about the 
threat from the far right to a range of people and 
organisations, including anti-fascist groups, trade unions, 
the media, councillors, MPs and members of the House 
of Lords. 

However the threat to democracy comes not only 
from the far right. A worrying trend recently has been 
the urge by government and others to undermine some 
of our hard-won rights. Two current examples are the 
politicisation and privatisation of the police service and 
other parts of the criminal justice system, and the 
attacks on human rights, in particular the call by the 
Home Secretary Theresa May to scrap the Human Rights 


Act. Future editions of Searchlight 
will include discussion of issues such 
as these. 

The BNP is in a state of near collapse, 
amid the financial scandals that 
Searchlight has been exposing over the 
past few years. Senior BNP activists have 
left the party and gone to various new 
political homes, leaving the extreme right 
fragmented. Meanwhile the English 
Defence League continues to generate 
community tension with its anti-Muslim 
street protests. Searchlight will continue 
to monitor and analyse the BNP and EDL 
but will also examine the other 
organisations currently vying to take over 
the BNP's position as the leading British 
far-right party. 

| as editor will do a lot more listening 
to what are readers want us to cover. 

A few months ago we sent a 
questionnaire to UK subscribers and 
the results are published on page 33. 
The main finding is that reports arising 
from our ongoing work of gathering 
and analysing intelligence on the far- 
right threats to society is top of the list 
of what readers want to see in the 
magazine. 

Good research and intelligence on the 
enemies of society is the source of our 
success in preventing fascists in Britain 
gaining support, but some anti-fascist 
campaigners nowadays play down the 
need for this work, concentrating instead 
on activities such as gathering signatures 
on petitions, a tactic that some far-right 
groups have also adopted. While HOPE 
not hate has been highly successful in 
breaking the BNP at the ballot box, its 
campaigning still needs to be 
underpinned by good research and 
analysis carried out by skilled and 
experienced people. 

There is ongoing concern that the EDL 
is still not being given the attention it 
deserves from the Government's Prevent 
programme. At a time when the police 
are being starved of funds and local 
authorities are sacking large numbers of 


staff, what must now be close to £15 
million pounds has been squandered on 
upholding the rights of the bunch of 
vicious doped-out and drunken thugs 
that goes by the name of the EDL rather 
than addressing the reasons why some 
young people turn to this extremist 
Islamophobic group. This lack of action 
also acts as a recruiting sergeant for a 
number of Muslim extremist groups 
operating in this country. 


Telling it as it is 

Because our subscribers are undoubtedly 
suffering from the present economic 
difficulties just like everyone else, we are 
not going to increase the cover price of 
the magazine, which has stayed at £2.50 
for very many years. However we have 
reluctantly taken the decision not to 
continue producing the whole magazine 
in full colour, which increased our printing 
cost by nearly 50%. We will still be 36 
pages, we will broaden our coverage in 
line with the suggestions on the returned 
questionnaires, and over the next few 
months will improve our website, which 
will be linked to a second website arising 
from our report on British nazi terrorism, 
Lone wolves: myth or reality? 

Ever since its formation in 1964, 
Searchlight has enjoyed trade union 
support. Maurice Ludmer, who edited 
Searchlight in the late 1970s, was a 
lifelong trade unionist and president of 
Birmingham Trades Council. More 
recently, hundreds of trade union 
branches and regions have supported 
Searchlight magazine via Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight. We will continue 
and build upon that partnership. 

When the call goes out from HOPE not 
hate to take part in campaigns against 
the BNP, EDL or other far-right threats, do 
respond, but please also talk to your 
friends, colleagues and families about 
raising regular support to keep 
Searchlight in print. 


Gerry Gable MA(Crim) DUniv 
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By Gerry Gable 


AFTER ALL THE HYPE AND PROMISES, 
the annual booze-up in memory of 
one of Britain's most infamous 
postwar, jackbooted nazi leaders was a 
distinct disappointment. John Tyndall, 
who died in July 1975, founded the 
British National Party and led it until 
Nick Griffin became chairman in 1999. 
Even the fact that the event was an 
opportunity for all those who had 
fallen out with Griffin, or have realised 
what a fraudster he is, to get together 
failed to boost attendance. 


The upstairs room at the 55th 
Division Ex-Service club in Preston was 
a pretty seedy joint. The club is 
thought to have Ulster loyalist links 
but with a politically indifferent 
clientele. Even when news spread 
among the drinkers in the downstairs 
bar that the bunch of mugs upstairs 
who kept nipping down to top up 
their glasses were “National Front”, 
they paid little or no attention. 


The audience of under 70 was 
overwhelmingly male, with probably 
fewer than half a dozen women, plus 
two small children who must have 
been very bored. Among the women 
was Linda Miller, not to be confused 
with the East End BNP and failed Ku 
Klux Klan leader of the same name. 
The Linda Miller who went to Preston 
attends and speaks at New Right 
meetings in London. 


The meeting opened with a minute's 
silence to remember dead comrades: 


not only Tyndall but his long-suffering 


fellow nazi wife Valerie, who died in 
June this year, and Dave Hannam, the 
former BNP treasurer, who died at the 
beginning of October aged 30. 


In the weeks leading up to the 
meeting there had been speculation 
that this would be where Andrew 
Brons, one of the BNP's two MEPs — 
the other being Griffin, would finally 
announce his departure from the BNP 
and launch a new party. In the event he 
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failed to show, sending instead a long 
tribute to Tyndall that Peter Rushton, 
who chaired the meeting, read out. 


Brons recalled that after the National 
Front (NF), predecessor of the BNP, 
split in 1980 it took more than 20 
years for the nationalist movement in 
Britain to recover from the 
consequence, which perhaps explains 
his own reluctance to leave the BNP 
now. The split, he pointed out, had 
been engineered by Griffin and Patrick 
Harrington, now once again Griffin's — 
right-hand man. Brons also highlighted 
Tyndall's “honesty”, adding pointedly: 
“He certainly did not engage in 
personal abuse and character 
assassination of the sort that we have 
seen in the Party in recent months". 


Most likely, Brons decided to keep 
his powder dry until his own 
conference on 22 October where he 
intends to launch a “think tank" called 
BNPIDEAS and have “an open and 
frank discussion on the position of the 
party and future strategies”. 


Brons had also intimated that he 
was not happy about spending the 


Richard Edmonds demonstrates for David Irving's release from prison in Austria in 2006 


evening with a bunch of losers and 
hardline nazis, despite having stumped 
up the cash for the printing of the 
smart event brochure. His reluctance 
was understandable. Apart from the 
BNP, groups represented at the 
meeting included the England First 
Party, which hosted the event, the 
extreme nazi British Movement, the 
National Socialist Movement — 
Britannia, the NF, the hardline North 
West Nationalists, the British People's 
Party (BPP), the tiny Democratic 
Nationalists and the A K Chesterton 
Trust. Also present was the notorious 
Benny Bullman who was clearly seen 
as the representative of the nazi 
skinhead music set-up Blood and 
Honour, which has been quietly 
resuming activities with a recent East 
Midlands gig that featured half a 
dozen nazi bands from Europe and 
ten from the UK. 


The first speaker was James 
Lewthwaite, a former BNP councillor 
and organiser, who co-founded the 
Democratic Nationalists in 2008. He 
spoke on the anatomy of the far right 
— whether nationalists should appeal 


to voters’ hearts or their minds. He 
wanted to move away from the cult of 
the leader (a dig at Griffin) and 
thought it did not matter if several 
nationalist parties existed as long as 
they did not stand against each other 
in elections. 


He was followed by Dave Jones of the 
BPP who won applause for his cross- 
party cooperation with Chris Jackson, 
the BNP's former North West regional 
organiser and now an MF officer. 


Next came Paul Ballard, who shared 
a dock with Griffin in 1998 when 
Griffin was convicted of distributing 
racially inflammatory material in 
Ballard's magazine The Rune. Unlike 
Griffin, Ballard had pleaded guilty, not 
best pleasing his future party leader, 
but turned yellow when Griffin was 
given a jail sentence, albeit suspended. 
Ballard used the Preston platform to 
sing the praises of the antisemitic and 
Holocaust denying Catholic Bishop 
Richard Williamson. 


Tony Justice was the last-minute 
substitute for Brons. Until recently 
Justice, a former Ulster Defence 
Regiment solder, had been a member 
of the English Democrats, but claimed 
he could not remain in the party after 
discovering its support for Irish 
Republicanism and Sinn Fein. 


After the break came Peter Barker, 
an ex-squaddie, who told the 
audience of his political journey from 
being BNP North West regional press 
officer, NF and BNP organiser for 
Rochdale, to founding the North West 
Nationalists website and blog. Several 
people present commented that the 
former licensed gun trader was very 
volatile which was why he had lost 
his gun licence. 


Then it was the turn of Rushton, 
who regaled the meeting with a 
history of British nationalism and called 
for all leading nationalists to commit 
themselves to the reunification of the 
post-Griffin movement. Always too 
bright for his own good in far-right 
circles, he was one of the first to be 
purged from the BNP by Griffin, a 
distinction he carried with pride. Some 
of the audience observed over several 


beers later how much Rushton loves 
being at the centre of attention. 


The keynote speaker was Richard 
Edmonds, the long time Holocaust 
denier and former NF national officer, 
who became Tyndall's number two 
after he founded the BNP. For years 
Edmonds was at loggerheads with 
Griffin, but was brought onto the 
BNP's advisory council in 2010. 
Edmonds still has a lot of clout in the 
international nazi movement and had 
just returned from Spain where he 
was a guest of the top Spanish nazi 
Pedro Varella. Although still in the 
BNP Edmonds recently announced 
that he had joined the NF. 


Some had expected to see Martin 
Wingfield there but were 
disappointed. Wingfield, Griffin's 
communications and campaigns 
officer, is currently facing party 
disciplinary charges. Simon Sheppard, 
recently released from prison on 
licence after being convicted in 2008 
of inciting race hatred on the internet, 
had told his friends that he would 
attend to lend support to a potential 
new far-right group, despite the terms 
of his release forbidding him from 


attending any extreme-right functions. 


When it came to putting his presence 
where his mouth is, he copped out. 


Michael “Wigan Mike” Heaton, 
jailed for inciting racial hatred on the 
Aryan Strike Force website, likewise 
did not turn up, also probably 
frightened of being returned to prison 
for breaking the conditions of his 
licence by associating with nazis. 


The evening was closed by Mark 
Cotterill, the EFP leader and editor of 
its publication Heritage and Destiny, 
who thanked two serving soldiers just 
back from Afghanistan for attending. 


Several groups ran book and 
merchandise stalls, including the 
revisionist Historical Review Press, 
Heritage and Destiny and Candour, 


published by the A K Chesterton Trust. 


The notorious Liverpool BNP 
convicted thug Peter Tierney won the 
football scratch card draw and being a 
bighearted soul pitched his winnings in 
the hat towards the cost of the meeting. 


Paul Ballard loitering with intent in west London 


It was unclear whether activists from 
the violent nazi Racial Volunteer Force 
were present, but they were not listed 
as speakers. Perhaps the organisers 
thought it would have been a step too 
far to associate openly with an 
organisation of which several members 
were imprisoned for up to four years 
for inciting racial hatred in 2005. 


No firm decisions were made, just 
nods in the direction of co-operation 
that might turn out to be empty 
promises. The most worrying aspect 
was the presence of several people 
from groups dedicated to violence. 


The star turn of the evening was 
Tony B, who works on security at 
Gatwick airport, getting paralytically 
drunk and keeling over backwards 
unconscious. The entertainment 
made up for the bad ambience of 
the evening and the lack of any 
musical interlude. 


Peter Rushton, co-founder of the England First Party 
and deputy editor of Heritage and Destiny 
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BNP leader under 


litan Pc ged fraud and breac 
te campaign has called for the Electora 


| Commission to open 


enquiry as well. Official scrutiny of the BNP’s financial irregularities follows the 
BBC's Panorama documentary, which broadcast some of what Searchlight has been 
saying for some time together with some new revelations. Sonia Gable reports. 


THE BNP LEADER HAS DENIED 
allegations of financial wrongdoing 
broadcast by Panorama on 10 October. 
But Nick Griffin's “answers” are a pack of 
lies according to Eddy Butler, the BNP’s 
former national elections officer, who was 
expelled last year for opposing Griffin. 
Butler's explanations reinforce everything 
Searchlight has said about how Griffin 
misused EU funding for his constituency 
work to support his party. 

When Griffin and Andrew Brons were 
elected as MEPs for North West England 
and Yorkshire and the Humber 
respectively in June 2009 they quickly 
staffed their constituency offices with 
party activists and officers who, Griffin 
claimed, divided their time between EU 
duties, for which they received a salary 
from the European Parliament, and party 
work, for which they were paid by the 
party or carried out voluntarily in their 
spare time. 

They included Simon Darby, then the 
BNP's deputy leader, Emma Colgate, its 
national administration officer and staff 
manager, John Walker, who has occupied 
a succession of party posts, Clive 
Jefferson, then the party's North West 
regional organiser and now its national 
treasurer and elections officer, and Butler 
himself, who held down party jobs as 
national organiser, national elections 
officer and eastern regional organiser. 

This was no surprise to Searchlight as in 
2003, a year before the previous European 
election, Griffin had told his members how 
their party's financial fortunes would be 
changed on a massive scale by winning 
seats in the European Parliament. “Each 
MEP will, one way or the other, help the 
BNP to the tune of £200,000 per year!", 
wrote Griffin, adding: “Money on that 
scale will transform the party and lead to 
full time Regional Organisers to boost the 
regions and make our party even stronger 
than before." 
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Butler confirms that Griffin's blustering 
claim that the allegations are 
“unfounded" is false. “| know", wrote 
Butler, “as | was there at the outset when 
decisions were made, and the simple fact 
is people were given bogus European jobs 
in order to do party work. | am unaware 
of Clive Jefferson ever doing any 
European related work for example.” 

Another former member of Griffin's 
staff corroborated this. Alistair Barbour, 
who resigned a few months after his 
appointment, told the programme: 
“Europe was the big cash cow you know, 
‘let's get our noses in the trough and see 
what we can get out and ... see what we 
can fund the party with’. This is what it 
was all about, party work and just trying 
to figure out what expenses we could get 
out of the European Union." 

Butler also confirms Panorama’s claim 
that electricity was siphoned off from the 
European office to the party's national 
office next door, a complaint Griffin 
dismissed as “vexatious”. Butler states: “It 
is a fact, known to quite a few people, that 
a hole was drilled through the wall to pass - 
the electric wires through to the BNP office 
next door. | even know who did the work." 

Another serious allegation in the 
programme was that the BNP submitted 
fraudulent election returns for the 2010 
general election by claiming invoices were 
paid within the permitted period after 
polling day when they were not. Marion 
Thomas, who worked for the BNP in its 
Belfast administration centre, told 
Panorama she had been instructed by 
Jefferson to alter invoices and in at least 
one case stamp an outstanding invoice as 
“paid” before it was submitted to the 
Electoral Commission. 

Thomas, the sister-in-law of Jim 
Dowson, who raised hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for the BNP until his 
acrimonious parting of company with 
Griffin last year, has been interviewed by 


the Metropolitan Police who are 
investigating an alleged fraudulent 
election return signed by Griffin for his 
general election campaign in the Barking 
constituency last year. 

As Searchlight revealed last month, 
several printers are still waiting for the BNP 
to pay for leaflets for this year's May 
council elections, and one, Romac Press in 
Belfast, was forced to cease trading 
because of the unpaid £45,000 debt. 
Butler points out pertinently that the BNP’s 
claim that it did not pay Romac because its 
invoices were disputed did not stop the 
BNP from including these invoices on 
election returns stating they were paid. 

The BNP's financial statements, which 
Searchlight has scrutinised thoroughly each 
year, provided rich pickings for Panorama, 
which spoke to three former BNP treasurers 
including Dave Hannam, who died of a 
heart attack aged 30 a week before the 
programme was shown. The BNP's annual 
accounts for the past four years have been 
late and the 2010 accounts, which were 
due with the Electoral Commission on 7 
July, remain outstanding. The 2008 
accounts were not a “true and fair view", 
the party's independent auditors reported 
and the 2009 accounts were incomplete in 
several respects. That the BNP went 
through five national treasurers in the space 
of two years speaks volumes about the 
party's finances. 

Hannam was widely derided as an 
incompetent treasurer, even by his friends. 
After his death Butler described him as “a 
decent enough bloke but woefully and 
obviously misemployed”. That, however, 
was not the reason he was sacked as 
treasurer in October 2010 and replaced 
by the even more useless Jefferson. Soon 
after Hannam had been appointed 
treasurer in February 2010, he discovered 
that £300,000 had been misappropriated 
from the BNP’s accounts and informed 
Colgate. That led to the damaging 


accusation five weeks before the general 
election that Colgate, Butler and Mark 
Collett, the party's director of publicity, 
were “conspiring with a small clique of 
other party officials to launch a ‘palace 
coup’” against Griffin and Collett had 
threatened to kill Dowson. The police 
were informed but found no evidence for 
the allegation. 

All three were sacked from their party 
jobs, but Hannam got cold feet and 
decided to cover up the black hole in the 
BNP accounts. According to Butler, 
Hannam “clearly weighed things up and 
decided that Nick Griffin would come out 
on top. That made his choice for him and 
he grassed.” 

His loyalty to Griffin was not repaid. 
When Griffin was looking for a scapegoat 
for the mismanagement of the BNP’s 
finances, which was becoming increasingly 
clear to all, Hannam got the chop. 

Griffin was no doubt relieved at 
Hannam’'s unexpected death, as it is 
believed Hannam had not yet revealed all 
he knew about Griffin's financial dealings. 
Griffin's first reaction was to tweet that 
Hannam was “frankly not a good 
treasurer", but he later published a long 
and fulsome tribute to him, describing his 
work over many years as deputy treasurer 
as “significant and beneficial”. 

Now Hannam's failures in the top 
treasury role were blamed on Dowson, 
once virtually Griffin's consiglieri and 
owner of the BNP, but now well out of 
favour. According to Griffin Hannam did 
not have the “experience or maturity” to 
cope with the “explosive growth of our 


re wd 


turnover combined with the maverick 
influence of the fundraising operation that 
both made it possible and exploited it”. 

Since Hannam was sacked, Griffin and 
Jefferson have claimed on a number of 
occasions that the BNP’s treasury 
operations have undergone a major 
overhaul and the BNP's financial systems 
are now “robust and open”. Yet of the 
2010 accounts there is still not a word. 

That may be because, like in 2009, 
neither the BNP nor its auditors have been 
able to work out what the party has done 
with all the money it raised because 
invoices are missing, or falsified, and large 
sums of cash drawn from the bank are 
unaccounted for. The delay may also be 
because Griffin, who has already seen a 
huge outflow of members angry over his 
mismanagement of the party and its 
recent electoral failures, does not want to 
face up to the truth. 

In summer Griffin claimed the party had 
paid off the half a million pounds that 
Griffin admitted to a meeting the previous 
August the party owed. According to a 
document issued by Griffin's campaign 
team in this year's party leadership election, 
in which Griffin defeated a challenge from 
Brons by just nine votes, the BNP only 
owed £52,000. If true that would represent 
a massive turnaround from October 2010, 
when Dowson wrote to the party's 
creditors giving them a week to accept an 
offer of 20p in the pound “in full and final 
payment” of their outstanding invoices, a 
move that indicated how close the party 
was to bankruptcy. 

The 2010 accounts will, of course, show 
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what the party owed on 31 December that 
year. Even though the party fortuitously 
received a bequest of £174,000 from a 
supporter at the end of the year, the figure 
is likely to be large, probably more than the 
£400,000 it owed at the end of 2009. As 
the party has not declared any donations 
over £7,500 to the Electoral Commission 
during 2011, as legally required, and in 
view of the growing disillusionment of 
party members, the departure of Dowson, 
who though unpopular did succeed in 
bringing in the money, and the bailiffs 
knocking at the party's doors in September, 
it will be plain for all to see that the claim 
that the BNP has paid off its creditors is a 
barefaced lie. 

In fact the debts are probably still 
mounting as a result of unfair dismissal 
claims from several former BNP staff, 
many of whom spoke to Panorama. 
Griffin's edifice is falling about his ears. 
The party now has a mere eight local 
councillors and continues to haemorrhage 
activists, the latest being the East Midlands 
officers Rachel Firth and James North, 
who resigned outraged at Griffin's callous 
and self-serving suggestion that Hannam 
might have taken his own life as a result 
of harassment by Panorama. 

Griffin has survived so far because he is 
a master tactician when it comes to 
wriggling out of accusations and playing 
his enemies off against each other. No 
doubt he will avoid answering any hard 
questions at the BNP's annual conference 
on 29-30 October, but if criminal charges 
result from his financial misdeeds they will 
be far harder to shake off. 


Nick Griffin (centre) and Andrew Brons (right) flee from demonstrators outside the Houses of Parliament a few days after their election as MEPs in 2009 
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London BNP struggles to survive 


By Gerry Gable 


WHILE THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
Party leader Nick Griffin appeals for 
money to “retake” the party’s seat 
on the London Assembly, the reality 
is that activists to carry out the 
campaign are thin on the ground. 
Last month's meeting of East 
London BNP, held on a Sunday, 
attracted a poor turnout despite four 
speakers and the current dissension 
over the party's huge debts and 
Griffin's dictatorial leadership, 
making the meeting potentially a 
lot more interesting than the usual 
self-congratulatory proceedings. 
Those present made up for their 
low numbers by making a lot of noise 
afterwards, judging by an eight- 
minute video report in which Steve 
Squire, the BNP's London regional 
organiser, interviewed some of those 
present. Clearly the meeting did not 
warrant a proper BNP TV team, but 
Squire did the best he could in the 
circumstances by filming what was 
intended to be a snapshot of “life in 
the BNP” on his mobile phone. 
Officially the BNP East London 
branch is run by Paul Sturdy, but Jeff 
Marshall, the man who thinks there 
is no point keeping disabled children 
alive, was the first whom Squire 
approached. Like several others, 
Marshall mentioned that the speakers 
had been controversial but quickly 
changed the subject to the English 
Defence League anti-Islam march the 
previous day, which he described as 
an “exciting event” for the area. 
Interviewed next, Sturdy confirmed 
that tempers had been raised during 
the meeting and “things had been 
said that should be said”. Squire then 
turned to Pat Richardson, the BNP’s 
sole remaining councillor in the East 
of England, who sits on Epping Forest 
District Council but is not expected 
to retain her seat next May. 
Richardson, looking miserable as 
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usual, was there with her husband 
to help make up the numbers. 

Somewhat inanely, Squire 
commented: “It's been a long time 
since you've been in the East End”. 
No, replied Richardson, but it had 
been a long time since she had gone 
to a meeting. Asked how things were 
out in Essex, she said it was a bit 
quiet, at which Squire quickly 
stepped back saying it was great to 
hear how busy they were. 

To Carlos Cortiglia, the BNP’s 
candidate for next year's election for 
London mayor, Squire said “you're 
getting around”, as if the Uruguayan, 
who would have liked to fight against 
Britain in the Falklands War, had never 
ventured as far as East London. 
Intriguingly Cortiglia commented that 
he had not expected to see “certain 
people” at the meeting, but it had been 
a “good opportunity to say certain 
things that need to be said". He added 
that he was teetotal, leaving unsaid the 
sharp contrast with the BNP’s mayoral 
candidate the last time round. 

Another non-local was Dave Furness, 
the BNP’s west London organiser, who 
boasted that the BNP goes anywhere in 
west London. His responses competed 
in idiocy with Squire's questions about 
the mainstream parties’ candidates for 
London mayor. 

Apart from running outdoor stalls 
in Barking and Dagenham, Enfield 
and a few other places to collect 
signatures for one of the party's 
petitions, one of the few things the 
BNP is doing in London is training 
activists in how to oppose planning 
permission applications by Muslims 
and some other religious groups. 
Hainault ward in Redbridge, where 
voters kicked out the BNP councillor 
Julian Leppert in 2010, has recently 
suffered an outbreak of BNP flyers 
because a Muslim group has bought 
a building for not only its own use 


but the use of the wider community. 
It will host medical facilities, a 
women’s group and meetings by 
other faiths and community groups. 

Hainault is now much more diverse 
since the BNP was elected in 2006 and 
the local anti-fascist group Redbridge 
and Epping Forest Together is working 
with other bodies to ensure the BNP 
makes no headway. 

Griffin recently put out an appeal 
for £14,125 to pay for 250,000 
London leaflets and other London 
election material, including Squire's 
idea of “25 fully equipped, 
ultra-professional stalls". Squire is a 
bit of a one-fascist powerhouse and 
remains in Griffin's good books 
because he has a few quid, but like 
his late father, the twice imprisoned 
Keith Squire, he probably sees the 
BNP as a bit of a hobby rather than 
a real commitment. 

The word among London's BNP 
members and the much larger 
number of former members is that 
Squire recently stumped up £100,000 
to try to ease Griffin's financial 
misery. When we spoke to Squire 
a few months ago, he struck us as 
politically nasty but not stupid, so 
we think it unlikely that he has 
handed over such a large sum toa 
bunch of financial wasters. 


Seeking support: Steve Squire (right) 


Investigation | gation 


By Gerry Gable 


THE UK BORDER AGENCY, 
often quick off the mark to 
stop religious extremists from 
entering the country, appears 
to have much more trouble in 
detaining people from the 
criminal extreme right. In that, 
the UKBA, an agency of the 
Home Office, appears to 
following the parent 
department's lead. 

On the evening of Friday 
14 October, an infamous 
Holocaust denier and former 
occupant of a German prison 
cell arrived in London to be 
féted by the New Right Club 
at its London meeting the 
following day. Ginter Deckert 
joins a long list of hardline 
nazis, historical revisionists 
and convicted criminals, both 
domestic and foreign, who 
grace its meetings. 

Deckert, 71, joined the nazi 
German National Democratic 
Party (NPD) in 1966 and was a 
founding member of its youth 
wing, the Young National 
Democrats UN). In 1975 he 
became NPD deputy national 
chairman, but left the party to 
avoid losing his teaching job. 
He was nevertheless sacked in 
1988 after continuing his far- 
right activities. 

After rejoining the NPD in 
1991 he was elected party 


chairman later that year and 

in November 1991 he co- 
organised a meeting with Fred 
Leuchter, author of a report that 
purported to argue scientifically 
that mass extermination using 
gas chambers could not have 
happened. Deckert translated 
Leuchter's speech and said 
that the Holocaust was a myth 
perpetrated by “a parasitical 
people who were using a 
historical lie to muzzle [...] 
Germany”. 

He was convicted and after 
two retrials eventually 
sentenced to two years in 
prison. While in custody he 
wrote a letter to the chairman 
of the Central Council of 
Jews, strongly urging him as a 
Jew to leave Germany. This 
resulted in another trial in 
which his lawyer based his 
defence on the claim that the 
Holocaust was a “legend” 
invented by the Jews. Deckert 
was convicted and sentenced 
to another two years and 
three months in prison. He 
was eventually released in 
2000 after serving a total of 
five years after months were 
added for further statements. 

The year after his release 
Deckert spoke at a British 
National Party meeting in 
London. 


Lady Michéle Renouf Photo: David Hoffman 


While in Britain Deckert is 
likely to spend time with 
Bishop Richard Williamson, 
who in July lost his appeal 
against his conviction in 
absentia in Germany for 
denying the Holocaust. The 
conviction was the result of an 
interview that Williamson, who 
lives in Wimbledon, southwest 
London, gave to Swedish 
television in which he said: “| 
believe that the historical 
evidence is strongly against, is 
hugely against six million Jews 
having been deliberately 
gassed in gas chambers as a 
deliberate policy of Adolf 
Hitler". The interview was 
broadcast in Germany, where 
Holocaust denial is illegal. 

Many leading lights of the 
extreme antisemitic right have 
enjoyed Deckert's support 
including the Holocaust- 
denying writer David Irving, 
who spoke at a meeting in 
Germany hosted by Deckert. 
Another is Lady Michéle 
Renouf, the lynchpin of a 
worldwide network of 
Holocaust deniers, historical 
revisionists and outright 
antisemites, who cultivates 
links with President 
Ahmadinejad of Iran. 

What might have been said 
at the New Right Club 


David Irving 


meeting is less important than 
the strategic plans for 
international nazi cooperation 
that were likely to have been 
made at private meetings 
during his visit. Deckert has 
strong links with Anthony 
Hancock, who runs the 
Historical Review Press in 
Uckfield, East Sussex. For 
almost 30 years Hancock was 
responsible for publishing 
most of the literature on the 
extreme right in Britain and 
elsewhere in Europe. 
Although new technology has 
reduced the need for a 
dedicated nazi publisher, 
Hancock is still influential on 
the extreme right 
internationally. 

Williamson is attracting 
growing support from all kinds 
of nazis, fascists and Jew- 
haters, many of whom were 
previously more inclined to 
worship pagan gods than find 
their way to a Catholic church. 
Some of them have also 
spoken at the New Right club. 

The Home Secretary may 
argue that she cannot ban 
Deckert from entering the 
country because he is an EU 
citizen. That, however, does 
not change the fact that his 
presence is not conducive to 
the public good. 
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Investigation nvestigation . 


By Sonia Gable 


THE ENGLISH DEMOCRATS’ 
annual conference on 24 
September attracted more 
than the usual amount of 
attention this year. The 
reason was neatly 
encapsulated in the 
Guardian's headline “English 
Democrats could become 
‘electorally credible’ as BNP 
decline". 

A number of British 
National Party activists have 
decamped to the English 
nationalist party, most 
notably Chris Beverley, the 
BNP’s former Leeds councillor 
and Yorkshire organiser, who 
was also the BNP's key liaison 
officer with the extreme right 
in Germany and Sweden. 
Their influx gave the English 
Democrats a bigger presence 
at last May's council elections, 
but with little success. Only 
two English Democrat 
councillors were elected, both 
in Boston, one of whom was 
a former BNP councillor in the 
same ward. 

Speaking at the party's 
conference in Leicester, Robin 
Tilbrook, the English 
Democrats leader, welcomed 
the BNP converts, describing 
as a new opportunity the fact 
that “some of the people 
who wanted to do their 
honest best for our country 
but made the mistake of 
joining the BNP are now 
joining us and will help us 
become that electorally 
credible party”. 

However he seemed only 
to pay lip service to concerns 
in his party about former 
BNP members’ extremism: 
“We need to be sure that 
such people are genuine 
converts to a more civic or 
cultural nationalism and that 
they will be an asset to our 
party, but we do not need to 
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be too defensive.” 

Beverley, who is the English 
Democrats’ Leeds area 
chairman while still holding 
down a job as the 
constituency office manager 
of Andrew Brons, one of the 
BNP’s two MEPs, tried to 
address worries that the party 
would be deluged “by ex- 
BNP members who want to 
join the party and take over it 
and change it and make it 
into something that looks and 
sounds like the BNP". 

Pointing out that many 
disillusioned BNP members, 
rather than joining the English 
Democrats, had left politics 
altogether or joined various 
“splinter groups", he argued 
that earlier BNP converts had 
made “a good contribution" 
to the party, and suggested 
that those who were against 
accepting them should stop 
listening to rumours spread 
by Griffin's “poison- 
mongers". 

One man who appears to 
have run into trouble with his 
attempt to join the English 
Democrats is Eddy Butler, the 
BNP’s former national 
elections organiser, who was 
expelled from the BNP after 
his unsuccessful challenge to 
Nick Griffin's leadership last 
year. At the beginning of 
August Butler called for “all 
sensible genuine nationalists 
[to] join the English 
Democrats" and expressed 
his new-found support for 
the establishment of an 
English parliament. 

Although not a member, 
Butler ran the English 
Democrats’ campaign in a 
council by-election in St 
Helen's ward, Barnsley, on 13 
October, in which the party 
went head to head against 
the BNP. At its peak the BNP 


12 | Searchlight | October 2011 


im. 


Top catch from the BNP: Chris Beverley 


polled over 30% in the ward, 
but its support has now fallen 
to 10.5%. For Butler, who 
won many election 
campaigns for the BNP, the 
Barnsley poll was a test of 
whether he could turn his 
organisational skills for the 
benefit of the English 
Democrats. Put baldly, English 
Democrat officers took the 
view that if he could beat the 
BNP in Barnsley, he would be 
allowed to join. 

He failed. The English 
Democrat candidate, Kevin 
Riddlough, came in with 
8.8%, some way behind the 
BNP’s Danny Cooke, despite 
Cooke's campaign suffering 
from a report in the local 
newspaper that he was 
awaiting sentence for a 
criminal damage conviction. 
Butler is said to have made a 
strategic error in his choice of 
candidate, who although 
known to Butler had no 
profile in the ward. The 
consensus is that the party 
would have done better to 
field a former local BNP 
activist in a ward where 
the BNP still enjoys a 


good reputation. 

Where that leaves Butler 
remains to be seen as apart 
from his track record in 
winning elections he has little 
to offer to the English 
Democrats. 

The English Democrats are 
attractive to former BNP 
supporters because of their 
hardline anti-immigration 
policy, opposition to the EU 
and political correctness and 
frequent references to the 
rights of the indigenous 
English. They come largely 
without the extremist 
baggage that has always 
plagued the BNP and its far- 
right predecessors. However 
the party, which claims 
around 3,500 members, has 
no paid staff, spent under 
£55,000 on campaigning and 
administration in 2010, and 
survives only thanks to a 
lender who covers the party's 
deficit each year and was 
owed over £200,000 at the 
end of last year. The English 
Democrats have a long way 
to go if they want to build an . 
electorally credible anti- 
immigration, hard-right party. 
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Severe sentences for 
teenagers who 
attacked mosque 


By Gerry Gable 


FOUR RACIST YOUTHS have been sentenced to a total of 
12 and a half years in custody for a violent attack on the 
Redbridge Islamic Centre in northeast London. During the 
daytime attack on 24 March Imam Shafeel Begg was hit by 
a brick as the gang smashed windows and tried to storm 
into the building while taunting worshippers with chants of 
“EDL", “Paki c***ts"” and “Muslim bastards". Cars parked 
nearby were also damaged. 

Rocky Beale, 19, of Woodford Green, Eliot Jones, 19, of 
Redbridge and Matthew Stephenson, 18, of Hainault were 
sentenced to three and a half years in a young offenders’ 
institution. Harry Deluca, 16, of Hainault, whose name can 
be revealed after the judge lifted reporting restrictions, was 
given a two-year detention and training order. 

The four denied violent disorder but were found guilty at 
Snaresbrook Crown Court in September. Sentencing them 
on 28 September, Judge Timothy King said: “The courts will 
display zero tolerance to those who arm themselves for purely 
racial reasons and attack people because of their race or 
faith. 

“Whatever you might think about immigrant communities 
there is no excuse for this behaviour. Nothing could be 
worse for race relations than this behaviour so the sentences 
will be severe. 

“Custody is inevitable in all your cases. | would be 
manifestly failing in my duty if | were not to reflect what 
right thinking people think about wanton racist behaviour. 

“The letters of apology and remorse from the defendants 
are hollow because you did not concede and admit your 


Rocky Beale Elliot Jones 


guilt. Remorse after being convicted by a jury carries no 
weight. 

“! intend that these sentences send a message to the 
community as a whole.” 

He said they would all have got four years in prison had 
they been older. 

The police had responded very quickly to the attack and 
apprehended the racist thugs as they tried to leave the area. 
However they were reluctant to treat the crime as racist 
despite representation from people on local police and 
community bodies to charge them with a racially motivated 
offence. 

After the sentencing, representatives of the Redbridge 
Islamic Centre (RIC) said they hoped the young men would 
“use the sentencing time to reflect on their actions and 
become better citizens once released back into the community, 
so they can make a positive contribution to society”. 

The statement continued: “RIC welcomes the opportunity 
for them to visit the centre in future and find out about its 
work.” 

The day before the gang were sentenced, a woman in 
Redbridge reported that she was racially abused by two boys 
aged 12 to 14 while waiting at a bus stop with her ten-year- 
old son. The boys also pelted them with stones and sticks. 
Bushra Sara Khan claimed the racist abuse continued after 
they boarded the bus and that afterwards the boys started 
abusing two Asian girls. Redbridge police have confirmed 
that they are investigating a case of racially aggravated 
common assault and are examining CCTV from the bus. 


Matthew Stephenson Harry Deluca 
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Anti-fascists, academics and government 
should tackle racism together 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NORTHAMPTON'S 
Radicalism and New Media 
Research group held its fourth 
conference tackling the rise of 
the far right on 22 and 23 
September. The research 
group was set up in 2009, 
and since then has gone from 
strength to strength bringing 
together academics and 
practitioners who confront 
racist views. 

The theme of the latest 
conference was Populist 
Racism in Britain and Europe. 
Professor Hans-Georg Betz 
opened the event with a 
detailed summary of his 
comparisons between racist, 
“nativist” attitudes in 
America in the late 
nineteenth century, and those 
in Europe today. Both 
situations, he feels, have a 
strong economic 
underpinning, with racist 
views against those deemed 
“outside” the national 
community being driven by 
worries over rapid change, 
and exposure to global 
economic crises. Worryingly, 
he concluded by noting how 


the Front National leader 
Marine Le Pen's combination 
of anti-euro and anti-Muslim 
arguments are appearing 
increasingly relevant in France 
today. 

Then throughout the day, a 
wide range of European 
experts discussed national 
case studies, spanning Russia, 
Latvia, Scandinavia and 
Western Europe, as well as 
key themes. Subject matter 
ranged from the growing 
threat from “lone wolf" 
terrorists such as Anders 
Behring Breivik, who was 
inspired by populist racist 
views; to the prejudices 
experienced by Roma Sinti 
travellers, from both the state 
and the wider public; to the 
growing popularity of British 
neo-Nazi websites. Many of 
these sessions have been 
podcasted and are available 
free online via the research 
group's website: 
www.radicalism-new- 
media.org. 

The second day was 
opened by the University of 
Northampton's Vice 
Chancellor, Professor Nick 


Professor Hans-Georg Betz opens the conference 
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Conference speakers (left to right) Dr Matthew Feldman, Sonia Gable, Gerry Gable, 
Dr Paul Jackson, Trevor Preston, who all contributed to Far-right.com, launched at the 
conference 


Petford, a keen supporter of 
the university's growing 
expertise in this research field. 
Then Professor Aristotle Kallis 
began the day with a keynote 
talk examining the 
international dynamics of far- 
right movements, especially 
how they can work together 
to help break racist taboos. 
He highlighted some telling 
historical examples, for 
example Nazi posters 
depicted countries such as the 
USA that, by the 1930s, had 
already introduced eugenics 
policies. In the Nazi spin, this 
made the Nuremberg Laws 
appear more legitimate as the 
regime was following an 
international precedent. 
“They have already done 
this, so we can too," was 

the underlying message. 

This pattern finds modern 
echoes when European 
politicians develop messages, 
and even laws, that target 
Muslim communities in a 
prejudicial way. Once again, 
breaking racist taboos 

by both mainstream and 
far-right politicians 


internationally only helps to 
make far-right agendas seem 
increasingly acceptable in 
Britain. 

The morning also saw the 
launch of a new report on the 
English Defence League, The 
EDL: Britain's ‘New Far Right' 
Social Movement. This 
original research argues that 
the EDL has probably reached 
its peak of support, yet could 
continue in its present form 
for some time. More 
worryingly, it suggests that 
there remains an untapped 
potential for a more 
sophisticated far-right political 
movement to develop in the 
coming years, one that is not 
marred by such a violent 
identity. So the space for a 
“new far-right” ideology, 
based around ultra- 
patriotism, anti-mainstream 
politics and demonising 
Muslims, remains to be fully 
exploited. 

The rest of the day saw a 
range of practitioners and 
academics discuss populist 
racism in Britain. The Think 
Project, based in Swansea, 


showed us how innovative 
schemes funded by the 
Prevent Strategy could 
genuinely transform racist 
attitudes in hard-to-reach 
areas. In the afternoon, Alfio 
Bernabei, Gerry Gable and 
Sonia Gable highlighted the 
intellectual roots of Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, in 
Italian fascists such as Julius 
Evola and terrorists such as 
Roberto Fiore. This session 
also highlighted the perilous 
state of the BNP today. A 
final panel comprised Dr 
Gavin Schaffer discussing the 
slow evolution away from 
racial stereotypes on postwar 
British television, Dr Anton 
Shekhovtsov analysing the 
British far-right's use of music, 
and Professor Nigel Copsey 
outlining the core fascist 
ideology of the BNP under 
Nick Griffin and its influences. 
A closing round table 
discussion stressed areas that 
still need to be developed, 
especially by government 
policy designed to tackle 
extremist attitudes. The 
Prevent Strategy was both 


criticised and in its new 
form highlighted as a 
possible avenue for 
developing ways to tackle 
the far right. Moreover, 
Michael Whine of the 
Community Security Trust 
stressed that racist attitudes 
had evolved in recent times. 
While we have seen many 
changes for the better, 
especially in regard to 
antisemitism, he also found 
the rise of the anti-Muslim far 
right in the past ten years 
deeply disconcerting. 

The conclusions to the 
conference pointed to the 
need to develop more 
linkages between academics 
and practitioners working in 
the broad field of tackling 
racism. Both pioneering state 
projects and engaged 
community work can be 
aided through greater 
academic interest, especially 
in order to establish the best 
practices that will challenge 
racism in modern Britain. 
Practitioners and academics 
have much to learn from each 
other. 
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Feature : 


The meaning of Cable Street yesterday, 
today and tomorrow 


SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO THE JEWISH AND CATHOLIC 
communities, the left and others blocked the streets to prevent 
Oswald Mosley and his fascist Blackshirts from marching 
through the East End of London. What became known as the 
Battle of Cable Street was commemorated in East London 
earlier this month with a march on 2 October and a series of 
events and exhibitions. Several books and pamphlets have 
been published to mark the anniversary and we mention a few 
of them at the end of this article. Here Searchlight examines 
what lessons we can draw from the Battle of Cable Street for 
today's struggle against racism and fascism. 


1. Communities must unite to fight fascism 

The backbone of the resistance to Mosley in the 1930s and at 
the Battle of Cable Street itself came from the East End Jewish 
community. But the East End also had sizeable Irish and non- 
Jewish populations and the immediate significance of the 
Battle of Cable Street was that, almost certainly for the first 
time in such numbers, the entire community joined together 
to oppose fascism. The British Communist and trade unionist 
activist Jack Dash wrote in his autobiography about the variety 
of people brought together by those historic events, 
“Throughout the night the Stepney folk, Jew and Gentile from 
all walks of life - dockers, stevedores, tailors, engineers, ship 
reporters, council workers, busmen and railwaymen ... with 
their wives and kids were busy ... out on the streets building 
barricades ... when Sunday dawned Stepney was ready to 
prevent the fascist march.” As the police tried to clear the 
barricades for the fascists to march, they were prevented by 
local people throwing items at them from neighbouring houses 
and paving stones which had been ripped up by local dockers. 
Above all else, the Battle of Cable Street was about the 
coming together of the Jewish and Irish communities with 
local non-Jewish Eastenders, to fight fascism with great 
courage and strength of numbers. 

Similarly the struggles against the National Front in the 
1970s and against the British National Party in the 21st 
century have been most successful when large numbers of 
people from different ethnic, religious and political 
backgrounds can unite to resist and campaign together against 
the fascists. The HOPE not hate campaign, by mobilising tens 
of thousands of people from diverse backgrounds, has 
continued this proud tradition of community resistance. 


2. Anti-fascism needs to be well-organised 

and communicated 
This may seem obvious but, much as there was lots of genuine 
and seemingly spontaneous local support for the resistance 
against Mosley on the day, this followed weeks of feverish 
campaigning and propaganda by a number of local Jewish 
groups, notably the Jewish Ex-Servicemen's Council and the 
Jewish People's Council UPC), as well as political groups such as 
the Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB), the Independent 
Labour Party and the Labour League of Youth. 
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The CPGB, in particular, played an extremely important role, 
despite some heated internal debate in the run-up to 4 
October about the best way to confront the threat of fascism. 
It diverted thousands of supporters from a proposed rally in 
Trafalgar Square on the same day by overprinting leaflets and 
circulating a rallying cry to join the East End resistance. On the 
day itself the local Communist Party, under the spirited 
leadership of Phil Piratin (later elected MP for Stepney), 
physically occupied sites where the fascists were due to meet, 
prepared barricades and obstacles, organised spotters and 
runners to report on the movements of the fascists and the 
police, provided medical care for those injured and then 
helped with legal support for those arrested. 

Nowadays of course we would communicate via mobile 
phones, social media and the internet rather than having to 
overprint leaflets but the core principles of occupying space, 
informing people about the threat that fascism poses and using 
imaginative and effective propaganda to mobilise people in the 
community behind your campaigns are still the same. As are 
other issues, such as gathering intelligence on the role of your 
enemy, and providing practical support on the day of activities. 


3. Protracted community work can defeat fascism 
Despite the self-mythologising of some anti-fascists, the Battle 
of Cable Street did not permanently defeat Mosley in the East 
End. It was a humiliating defeat for him on the day and is 
widely believed to have led directly to the Italian fascist leader 
Benito Mussolini withdrawing his substantial funding for the 
British Union of Fascists (BUF), causing the party considerable 
financial difficulties. However there was a vicious antisemitic 
attack the following week in the East End, further large-scale 
rallies in the area and the number of BUF supporters actually 
increased temporarily in the months after 4 October. 

The fighting that day undoubtedly led to the introduction of 
the Public Order Act 1936 which made it easier for the police 
to ban fascist marches (although the legislation was also used 
against progressive organisations) and this certainly 
circumscribed the BUF's street presence. But support for the 
fascists was probably most undermined in the East End by the 
hard work of communal organisations such as the Stepney 
Tenants’ Defence League (STDL), which brought working-class 
communities together in resisting extortionate and exploitative 
rents and by organising rent strikes. By helping people of all 
backgrounds with their most basic needs such as housing, the 
STDL was able to counter fascist lies and seriously erode the 
BUF's support on a street-by-street level. 

This kind of protracted community-based work with local 
people has been advocated by Searchlight for years, first with 
our community handbook, When Hate Comes to Town, 
published in 1995 and later with the development of HOPE 
not hate. We have long argued that anti-fascists must work 
closely with progressive forces such as trade unions, faith 
groups and local community organisations that often have the 


‘emembered 75 years on 


106-year-old Hetty Dowler, veteran of Cable Street, on the 75th anniversary march 
on 2 October 2011 Photo: David Hoffman 


deepest roots in areas targeted by the far right. The successful 
campaign that ousted all the BNP councillors in Barking and 
Dagenham in 2010 was run very much along these lines. As 
Billy Bragg said, “For this generation of antifascist activists, 
Barking and Dagenham is our Cable Street. No Pasaran!" 


4. Self-defence is no offence 

In the run-up to Cable Street, the Jewish People’s Council and 
others organised a petition of over 100,000 Jewish and non- 
Jewish supporters asking for the BUF marches to be banned 
and five local London borough Mayors separately negotiated 
with the Home Office. In both cases they were unsuccessful 
and Mosley's provocation was allowed to proceed unhindered 
by the state. 

Of course, Searchlight readers will know that only last month 
the Home Office finally agreed, after a vigorous campaign by 
Searchlight and others (and in the wake of the London riots), to 
ban a march by the English Defence League (EDL) through an 
area of the East End — Tower Hamlets — that has a large Asian 
population. The appeal letter against the EDL march bears 
striking similarities with the one written by the JPC 75 years ago. 
Fortunately the EDL march was banned but in 1936 the JPC was 
forced to “appeal to the people to bar the road to fascism”. 


This lack of action by the authorities meant that the 
community was forced to defend itself from fascist (and 
police) assault. The Battle of Cable Street was the first major 
example of community self-defence but the same principle has 
been adopted by and inspired generations of groups fighting 
antisemitism, racism and fascism from the 43 Group and the 
62 group in the postwar era to the Asian Youth Movement of 
the 1970s. More recently high profile campaigns for justice for 
Asian and black groups practising self-defence of their 
communities, such as the Bradford 12 and the Newham 7 in 
the 1980s and beyond, have ensured that the principle of self- 
defence against fascism is well-understood. At times when the 
state or the authorities neglect and fail to protect their own 
citizens from fascist attack, then those same citizens will feel 
compelled to organise and defend their own communities. 


5. Fight locally, think internationally 

Although focused on the East End of London, it is no surprise 
that anti-fascists at Cable Street were inspired by events 
elsewhere — most notably the Spanish Civil War which had 
started several months earlier in July 1936. Many of the 
slogans used — notably No Pasaran, They Shall Not Pass — were 
taken directly from the Spanish Republicans fighting Franco's 
Nationalists. Indeed several of the anti-fascist activists on th 
e day would go on to fight with the International Brigades in 
the Spanish Civil War. Franco's Falangists meanwhile were 
supported by Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany. 

Nowadays in the globalised and technologically advanced 
21st century, we are far more aware than any previous 
generation of what is happening in other countries and the 
international connections between different strands of the far 
right. For example the Norwegian extremist Anders Breivik 
was inspired by the EDL as well as a variety of American and 
European forms of Islamophobia. Searchlight reports regularly 
on the international links between various fascist groups. 

Much as our enemies draw inspiration from each other, 
anti-fascists need to learn our own lessons from the 
organisation, skills and experiences of like-minded movements 
all over the world. We also need to be aware of and inspired 
by our own history as many valuable lessons can be learned 
from previous generations and the relevance of their struggles 
and tactics to our own: 


Further reading 


The Battle of Cable Street 75th Anniversary 
(Searchlight Educational Trust, 2011) 


Battle for the East End 
(David Rosenberg, Five Leaves Press, 2011) 


Battle of Cable Street 


(Cable Street Group, Five Leaves Press, 2011) 


From Cable Street to Oldham 
(Searchlight Educational Trust, 2007) 


Our Flag Stays Red 
(Phil Piratin, Lawrence & Wishhart, Reprinted 1978) 


Out of the Ghetto 
(Joe Jacobs, Phoenix Press, Reprinted 1991) 
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Stepney councillor Max Levitas, 96, 
sary march Photos: David Hoffman 
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By Leonard Zeskind and Devin Burghart 
Institute for Research & Education on Human Rights, USA 


THE NATIONAL POLICY INSTITUTE 
opened its Washington DC September 
conference with a direct invocation of 
Enoch Powell's infamous Rivers of Blood 
speech. Using video of recent riots in 
England with tape of Powell's 1968 
speech, Richard Spencer, NPI's executive 
director, talked of the catastrophe that 
Latin, Asian and African immigrants 
have brought the white race. It is an 
avenue of thought that is well-trodden 
in white nationalist circles. Nevertheless, 
the new prominence of the National 
Policy Institute (NPI) is one more blot in 
a changing white nationalist landscape. 

Founded in 2005 by William Regnery 
Il, a member of a wealthy conservative 
publishing family, its goal was “to 
elevate the consciousness of whites, 
ensure our biological and cultural 
continuity, and protect our civil rights”. 
It published several so-called studies, 
including: “The Costs and Benefits of 
Mass Deportation", “Conservatives and 
Race", “The Wealth and IQ of Nations” 
and “Uhuru for South Africa”. Its official 
office is in Augusta, Georgia, according 
to IRS documents. 

Regnery II was looking for a way. to 
create an intellectual power behind his 
white nationalist politics. “Within the 
first or secondhand memories of people 
in this room, the white race may go 
from master of the universe to an 
anthropological curiosity," he once 
warned. Before the NPI, he had founded 
the Charles Martel Society, publisher of 
the racist and antisemitic journal, The 
Occidental Quarterly. The think tank 
and journal became two sides of a single 
coin. The NPI boards tie it to a number 
of other white nationalist enterprises, 
including the Council of Conservative 
Citizens. 

Fewer than 75 people attended the 
September conference, which was held 
in Washington DC at the International 
Trade Center. Speakers included Atlanta 
attorney Sam Dickson, who 20 years 
ago ushered John Tyndall, the founder 
of the British National Party, around the 
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South. Jared Taylor from American 
Renaissance took his turn on the 
platform. American Renaissance, which 
believes that black people are genetically 
inferior to whites, has had trouble of late 
finding a venue that would not cancel at 
the last minute, and its position may be 
slipping as the think tank most entwined 
with the Council of Conservative 
Citizens. 

Spencer is one of the new generation 
of white nationalists. He graduated from 
university in 2001, joined Pat 
Buchanan's The American Conservative 
magazine and left after three years, 
moving closer to white nationalism. He 
established his own 
AlternativeRight.com, “an online 
magazine of radical traditionalism", 
under the financial umbrella of the 
VDARE foundation. Derek Turner, 
former editor of the British far-right 
conservative magazine Right Now!, is 
one of the site's contributing editors. 
And then to NPI. As such, his trajectory 
runs parallel to Regnery and others 
worried about the ultimate fate of their 
“white race”. 


Speakers at the NPI conference included American Renaissance founder Jared Taylor (seated, right) 


Whether or not the NPI completely 
supplants American Renaissance's 
position in the white nationalist terrain 
depends on a variety of factors, 
including the age of the men around 
Jared Taylor and whether or not the NPI 
produces any kind of strategy beyond 
holding a talk shop. 


David Duke in Knoxville 

A week after the NPI event in DC, 
around a hundred people from the more 
explicitly antisemitic wing of the white 
nationalist movement travelled to the La 
Quinta Inn in Knoxville, Tennessee for a 
conference David Duke, the former Ku 
Klux Klan Grand Wizard, described as a 
“practical seminar on what we can do”. 
The location was kept secret from 
attendees until their arrival in the 
Knoxville area, in an apparent attempt 
to prevent a reoccurrence of the 
misfortune that befell Duke's last effort 
to hold a semi-public meeting. That 
event, in Memphis, had to be moved at 
the last moment because the venue 
cancelled. This time Duke took no 
chances. 


Billed as a “Practical Politics and 
Leadership Seminar”, the event featured 
Duke's regular stable of speakers: Sam 
Dickson, Paul Fromm, Ed Fields, Don 
Black, alongside younger speakers James 
Edwards and Derek Black (who both 
have white nationalist radio 
programmes). Edwards and Dickson 
attended both the DC and Knoxville 
events. The one new name was Bob 
Whittaker, who was a part of the 
conservative movement in the 1970s 
and seems to be moving out further to 
the edge. 

Duke's presumptive move towards a 
presidential campaign went unremarked 
upon. Instead, the seminar was more of 
a public relations campaign to re-brand 
white nationalism (again). Duke 
described the event as “how to reach 
people with our message” and to argue 
with “the enemy”. Canadian Paul 
Fromm talked about how they need to 
use emotion appeals, such as references 
to “genocide of our people”, as 
essential rhetorical devices. The attempt 
to reshape the rhetoric of white 
nationalism focused on the “power of 
language" teaching the small crowd to 
stay on one simple message. Of those 
messages “Massive non-white 
immigration + forced assimilation = 
white genocide" seemed to be one the 
crowd like the best. 

Unlike Jared Taylor at American 
Renaissance, Don Black, the far-right 
Stormfront website entrepreneur, 
appears to have a built-in transition to a 
younger generation in the person of his 
son Derek, who was one of the key 
organisers of the event. Nevertheless, 
Stormfront may, just may, be suffering 
from a dip in its fortunes, according to a 
graph released by Don Black himself. 
The graph showed a drop in visitors to 
the website from a steady 40,000 daily 
to an occasional 20,000. While those 
numbers are still too high to predict the 
eventual fall of Stormfront, and the 
website is apparently reaching its 
fundraising goals, it is no longer the only 
major website at its end of the universe. 
Its continued pre-eminence requires 
more than a constant repeat of the 
David Duke and Derek Black shows. 


Billy Roper shutters his White 
Revolution 

Barely a tremor was felt when Billy 
Roper announced he was shutting down 
his White Revolution organisation in 
September. Once an Arkansas high 
school teacher, Roper has a mixed 


history in the white nationalist 
movement. As Deputy Membership 
Coordinator of William Pierce's National 
Alliance (NA), he organised several 
successful NA-led street protests and 
attracted white power skinhead groups 
to its banner. In September 2002, two 
months after Pierce died, Roper was 
fired from his position and removed 
from the membership rolls. Almost 
immediately, he moved back to Arkansas 
and established a one-man band he 
called White Revolution. In May 2004 
he held a small protest in Topeka, Kansas 
against desegregation. In 2010, he rana 
“write-in” candidacy for Governor of 
Arkansas — meaning he could not get 
enough petition signatures to get listed 
on the ballot. He won fewer than a 
hundred votes, despite jumping around 
to every county fair and Tea Party event 
where he might get a hearing. 

After giving up his go-it-alone slot, 
Roper decided to join Thom Robb's 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, alias the 
Knight's Party. Like Roper, Robb lives in 
the northern tier of Arkansas counties, 
with its small towns and villages buried 
in the Ozark Mountains. Unlike Roper, 
Robb has been able to turn his much- 
diminished list of Klansmen into a family 
business. The Robb family may continue 
to eke out a living from their mailing list 
of Klansmen, but the Knights is no 
longer the power house it was in the 
1970s when David Duke was the 
Wizard or in the 1980s, when it 
partnered with the Aryan Nations. And 
the Aryan Nations itself is now simply a 
sewer collecting the dregs of the 
movement. 


NPI director Richard Spencer (standing) rails against immigration 


Aryan Nations fiasco in Louisiana 
Aryan Nations (AN), once a nexus for 
Klansmen, neo-Nazis, and assorted 
shooters and bombers, lost position in 
the movement long before the Southern 
Poverty Law Center won a lawsuit that 
took away its meeting ground in north 
Idaho in 2000. Since then it has gone 
through several permutations and 
divisions. One week after the Knoxville 
meeting, the new AN chief, Morris 
Gullet, held a gathering in a Louisiana 
state park. 

Gullet, from Ohio, is under 40 years 
old, but has already spent 15 years 
flitting from one neo-Nazi organisation 
to another. He received his Aryan 
Nations “ordination” from Vincent 
Bertollini, a millionaire who set up his 
own Christian Identity “ministry” in 
Idaho. Now with Gullet in charge, Aryan 
Nations could become more stable. The 
Louisiana event did draw Billy Roper”, 
the Nationalist Party of America's 
candidate for the 2012 presidential 
election, and other former National 
Alliance cadres. Nevertheless, it ended 
when law enforcement officials 
swooped in to pull two of the attendees 
out. Unlike the National Policy Institute 
and Duke's Knoxville meeting, Aryan 
Nations remains a target of intense 
police interest. 

You might think of this organisational 
reshuffling as simply rearranging the 
deck chairs on a sinking ship. While each 
of these events did not amount to much 
by itself, the three added together 
indicate a white nationalist movement 
that is alive and dangerous — and 
looking to the future. 
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NORWAY 


Far right damaged by Breivik's terror attacks 


From Tor Bach for vepsen in Oslo 


AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS of 
planning and mobilisation, 
the far right in Norway 
staged yet another flop on 11 
September. Since Anders 
Breivik's terrorist murders on 
22 July, SIAN (Stop 
Islamisation of Norway) has 
boasted about its growing 
membership, but somehow 
all the new members failed to 
show up at the 9/11 
memorial rally it organised 
outside the US embassy in 
Oslo. Only 32 people, mostly 
well known activists in 
various anti-Muslim hate 
groups, and an old English 
setter made the effort. 

SIAN was outnumbered by 
both counter-demonstrators 
and police, and the media 
seemed uninterested in the 
speech about the end of 
civilisation as we know it 
delivered by SIAN's leader 
Arne Tumyr, flanked by two 
young women, carrying an 
American and a Norwegian 
flag. A CD of the American 
national anthem was played 
after which the crowd sloped 
off to a restaurant. 

The rest of Norway, 
meanwhile, concentrated on 
the local elections of 11-12 
September. For the anti- 
immigrant Progress Party 
(FrP) they were a disaster. 
The populist party polled only 
11.4% compared to 22.4% 
in the 2009 parliamentary 
election. In Oslo, the FrP vote 
slumped to 7.2% and it lost 
five of its nine city 
councillors. 

The FrP's abysmal result is 
partly a consequence of the 
changed political climate 


since the 22 July terror 
attacks, which have made it 
difficult to play the 
immigration card with any 
success. As an editorial in 
Dagbladet put it: “Without 
xenophobia, the Progress 
Party is nothing more than a 
wet spot.” 

The main contribution to 
the FrP’s downward spiral 
came, however, from the 
party leaders themselves, 
starting when Trond Birkedal, 
the party's mayoral candidate 
in Stavanger, was arrested on 
suspicion of using a hidden 
camera in his bathroom to 
film young boys while they 
were showering. Birkedal was 
also charged with having sex 
with an underage boy in a 
hotel room. It emerged later 
that the party leadership had 
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known about the alleged sex 
offences without reporting 
them to the police. 

More damage followed 
when Carl | Hagen, the FrP’s 
leader until 2006, launched 
himself as the party's mayoral 
candidate in Oslo. Since 
leaving Norwegian politics in 
2009 he has spent most of 
his time in Spain and has 
clearly lost his political savvy, 
with the result that he turned 
his election campaign into an 
embarrassment for the party. 
Hagen declared that the 
police should not waste a lot 
of resources investigating the 
22 July terror because the 
perpetrator had already been 
arrested. This of course 
caused a public uproar and 
Hagen had to apologise. At 
the end of the election 


campaign, a meagre 3% of 
Oslo voters supported him 

and he had to withdraw to 
prevent further damage to 

the party. 

Party leader Siv Jensen also 
contributed to the Frp’s 
misery. First she said that 
Breivik's terrorism was also an 
attack on the FrP. Later when 
Daniel Poohl, the editor of 
Searchlight's Swedish sister 
magazine Expo, accused her 
party of xenophobia, she 
caused more than a few 
raised eyebrows by claiming 
that Poohl's statement was as 
bad as Breivik's murderous 
attacks. A small comfort for 
Jensen and her party may be 
that the grotesquely 
misnamed Democrats, even 
further to the right, only got 
0.3% of the vote. 
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Wilders in 
Berlin to 
further 


international 


alliance 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 


GEERT WILDERS (pictured below), the 
populist leader of the xenophobic 
Freedom Party, was the star turn at an 
election rally of Die Freiheit (Freedom) in 
Berlin on 3 September. 

The right-wing Die Freiheit polled 1% 
in the election for the Berlin regional 
parliament on 18 September and will 
remain politically irrelevant. But the 
Berlin meeting is important in furthering 
Wilders's attempt to build an 
International Freedom Alliance, which is 
still more of a promise than a reality. 

Although surveys in Germany 
suggest that a party along the lines of 
Wilders's Freedom Party could gain 
20% of the vote, Die Freiheit is clearly 
not it. Only 600 people listened to 
Wilders, who also spoke at Die 
Freiheit's foundation last year. Even a 
cut in the ticket price from €100 to €5 
failed to fill the hall's empty seats. 
Berlin voters, it seems, are not keen on 
this particular anti-Muslim circus. 

International guests at the rally 
included Lars Hedegaard of the Free 
Press Society from Denmark, Kent 
Ekeroth of the Sweden Democrats, 
Pablo Barranco of Via Democratica and 
three representatives from Espafia y 
Libertad from Spain and representatives 
of the Freedom Democrats, a tiny party 
formed earlier this year by former British 
National Party activists. 

A highlight of the afternoon 
was to have been a speech by 
the American Islamophobe 
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Protests outside the venue where Geert Wilders spoke in Berlin on 3 September 


Robert Spencer, but the man behind 
Jihad Watch could not make it across 
the Atlantic and sent his speech to be 
read out. Apocalyptic as ever, Spencer 
sees Sharia dominating Europe and the 
USA and predicts that all “freedom 
fighters" — meaning himself and Wilders 
— will be put on trial and not be 
acquitted as Wilders was recently. 

Oskar Freysinger, a ranter and raver 
from the Swiss People's Party (SVP), 
compared the EU with the former Soviet 
Union, calling it the EUSSR and claiming 
that it puts “his country” under huge 
pressure. 

According to Freysinger, the Swiss are 
“the last free people in Europe”, 
pointing to the _<es 
referendum in 2009 , 
when 58% of those 
who bothered to 
take part voted 
against the 
building of new 
minarets. 
Switzerland still 
has only four 
minarets, 


so the SVP scaremongers did their job 
well. That is what the Berlin conference 
was all about: painting the darkest 
possible future for the “free West", 
scooping up quotes from the Islamist 
fundamentalist fringe and blaming the 
“elite” or the “social democrats" for 
mass immigration. 

Neither Spencer nor Freysinger 
mentioned the Norwegian mass killer 
Anders Breivik who believed their war 
rhetoric and acted accordingly. Wilders 
did do so, saying he could not support 
Breivik because of what he did and 
because he did not believe in 
democracy. Wilders speaking about 
democracy is strange. He runs a one- 
man party that no one can join, not 
even its MPs. In his speech, he boasted 
about his position in the Netherlands, 
repeating his triumphal words from a 


5 year ago that “we will reduce the 
/ immigration of non-Western immigrants 


by 50% in the next four years and can 
conquer the Islamisation of our society”. 

Urging his German friends to follow 
suit, he said: “My friends, Germany 
needs a right-wing party, not tainted 
with neo-nazism or antisemitism, 
because Germany is the backbone of 
Europe ... Germans should stop being 
ashamed [for the crimes of the Third 
Reich] and should not reduce patriotism 
to national socialism." 

Wilders is edging his focus away from 
Islamisation to the fear of what he calls 
Europisation 


AUSTRIA GERMANY 


Nazis reelected to regional 


Former Chancellor 
resigns in corruption 
scandals 

By Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


—— 


Jorg Haider 
with Wolfgang 
Schiissel 


WOLFGANG SCHUSSEL has resigned all his 
political positions amid investigations into extensive 
corruption during his time as Chancellor. 

In 2000, the Austrian People's Party (OVP) 
entered a coalition with the far-right Freedom 
Party (FPO), then headed by the notorious right- 
wing extremist Jorg Haider, to form what was 
probably the most controversial Austrian 
government since 1945. 

As well as Schiissel, those under investigation in 
the so-called Telekom corruption case include 
Hubert Gorbach, the former FPO vice Chancellor 
and Ministor for Infrastructure, Mathias Reichold, 
former Transport Minister, and Ernst Strasser, the 
former OVP Interior Minister. Strasser resigned as 
an MEP earlier this year after the Sunday Times 
revealed that he and two other MEPs had accepted 
money to influence EU legislation. 

Other ministers and politicians from Schisssel’s 
period as Chancellor are under investigation for 
corruption, malpractice and tax fraud. 

Heinz-Christian Strache, leader of the FPO, has 
distanced himself from his former party 
colleagues and sees Schiissel's resignation as an 
indirect admission of guilt. Schissel remains on 
the board of RWE AG, a German electricity and 
natural gas company. 

Schiissel always wanted to be remembered as a 
passionate European and still praises the EU and the 
idea of a unified Europe at international gatherings. 
However in his native country he has supported the 
fiercest nationalists who make no secret of their 
hostility to a unified Europe. He is now seen as a 
provider of political positions for incompetent and 
corrupt right-wing and far-right cronies. 


parliament 


From Jens Breuer for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


YET AGAIN the nazi National 
Democratic Party (NPD) has 
managed to win seats in the 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
regional parliament, despite a 
widespread belief that it would 
fail to cross the 5% threshold. 
Only anti-fascists and a handful 
of journalists had sounded a note 
of caution. 

Because the NPD itself was on 
the verge of desperation, it 
worked hard on its campaign, 
spending around €200,000 
(£174,000). Activists set up 
information stalls and even 
organised a children's party in 
Stralsund, one of the larger 
towns in the sparsely populated 
region. 

A key campaign theme was 
opposition to the EU which, the 
NPD argued, would bring job 
security because “alien” 
employees from eastern Europe 
were taking “German jobs”. 

This was coupled with strident 
opposition to emigration _. 
from Mecklenburg- : 
Vorpommern, 
particularly by young 
people who see no 
future there. 

The nazis put up 
around 80,000 
election 
posters, many 
with local 
themes and 
issues such as 
opposition to 
speed cameras; 
others with 
typical nationalist 
rhetoric such as: 
“Be decisive for 
German 
interests”, or 


anti-immigration themes such as: 
“No mosque in Rostock" — the 
region's biggest city — and: 
“Criminal foreigners must go!” 

Despite its claims to legitimacy, 
the NPD could not hide the fact 
that it is an anti-democratic, 
antisemitic party that glorifies 
Adolf Hitler. One of its 
candidates was even spotted 
wearing a brown t-shirt bearing 
Hitler's signature. Its leading 
candidate, Udo Pastérs, tried to 
disrupt a gathering of the Left 
Party featuring Gregor Gysi, the 
Jewish chairman of its 
parliamentary group in the 
German parliament, asking him 
whether he was “even a 
German", echoing the Nazis in 
the 1930s who proclaimed that 
Jews were not Germans. 

The NPD's 6% of the vote was 
1.3% less than in 2006. It will 
have five seats, down one, with 
Pastérs remaining its chairman. 

The result was crucially 


important for the NPD. In 


Saxony-Anhalt in March 2011 
» the party fell short of election 
, by just 5,000 votes. That 
defeat resulted in an intense 
debate between the party 
and the 
“independent” 
\ nazis of the so- 
called Freie 
Kameradschaften 
about whether 
and how they 
should 
collaborate in 
he future. 


NPD leading candidate 
Udo Pastérs: 

Photo DER RECHTE RAND 
www.der-rechte-rand.de 
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Marine Le Pen 


FRANCE 


Le Pen launches presidential 


campaign in Nice 


Jean-Yves Camus reports from Paris 


THE NATIONAL FRONT (FN) marked 
the official start of Marine Le Pen’s 
presidential campaign with its annual 
summer conference in Nice on 10-11 
September. Opinion polls now give Le 
Pen 18% of the vote in the first round 
of the election, a high figure but not 
enough to reach the second round 
run-off. 

Since being elected president of the 
extreme-right party in January 2011, 
Le Pen has boasted that mainstream 
politicians and non-committed 
celebrities would join the FN now that 
she has “changed” its ideological 
course. So far the only well-known 
personality to defect from the 
mainstream right to the EN is Gilbert 
Collard, a high-profile barrister who 
has become chairman of Le Pen’s 
support committee. 

Two lesser known right-wingers 
have crossed over to FN: the former 
MEP Paul-Marie Cofiteaux, who was 
elected on Philippe de Villiers’s 
Movement for France slate, and Alain 
Dumait, a former district mayor in 
Paris whose libertarian ideology is a 
far cry from Le Pen’s partiality for state 
intervention in the economy. 

Le Pen had also told the media she 
would be endorsed publicly by a 
mysterious prominent personality. In 
fact, her star man, Yves Bertrand, the 


BELGIUM 


Nationalist unity 
hopes dashed 


By Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet — RésistanceS, 
Brussels 
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former director of the state internal 
security agency (Renseignements 
généraux) during the Chirac 
presidency, simply called for an 
agreement between President Nicolas 
Sarkozy’s UMP and the EN, declaring 
there was no reason any more to view 
the FN as anon-democratic party. He 
did not join the party, nor did he join Le 
Pen's support committee, which will 
officially see the light of day in October. 

The Nice conference produced one 
positive result for the FN when Arnaud 
Gouillon, the prospective presidential 
candidate for the Identity Bloc (BI), 
withdrew from the contest. 
Presidential hopefuls have to get the 
support of at least 500 elected officials 
to enter the race, so any opposing 
extreme-right candidates could 
hamper Le Pen’s bid. There is 
speculation that the FN and BI may 
now reach an agreement for the 
general election of June 2012 and the 
2014 city council election in Nice. 

The BI says it will consult its members 
to establish the movement's attitude 
towards the EN. Philippe Vardon, leader 
of the BI in Nice, attended the FN 
meeting and seems to be in favour of 
reaching an agreement, which would 
pave his way onto the city council. 

Less welcome for the FN was the 
news on 13 September that Carl Lang, 


RIGHT-WING extremists linked with 
Flemish Interest (VB) and its satellites 
made a strong plea for Flemish 
independence and more unity among 
Flemish nationalists at the tenth annual 
Yzerwake (Yzer Vigil) on 21 August. 

The event in Steenstrate, which attracted 
5,300 hardline Flemish nationalists, is the 
radical counterpart of the traditional 
Yzerbedevaart (Iron Pilgrimage) rally in 
Diksmuide, which took place a week later. 


the party’s former third-in-command 
who is now chairman of the breakaway 
Party of France (PDF), announced his 
bid to become president. 

He is supported by the remnants of 
Bruno Mégret’s National Republican 
Movement (MNR) and by the New 
Popular Right (NDP) led by the former 
MP Robert Spieler. Lang’s candidacy is 
also supported by Fernand Le 
Rachinel, a very wealthy former FN 
MEP who fell out with Jean-Marie Le 
Pen in a financial dispute, after he had 
covered the party’s campaign costs in 
the 2007 presidential election. 

Lang says he is opposed to Le Pen’s 
call for France to quit the Eurozone. 
He also stated: “it is time to decolonise 
France and Europe,” and wants to 
“give France back to the French and 
Europe back to the Europeans”. 
Whereas the 
FN has a policy of préférence 
nationale, giving priority to French 
people on the jobs market, in housing 
and social benefits, Lang says he 
wants to go further and reserve those 
exclusively for French people. 


Fewer than 2,000 were willing to brave the 
heavy rain for the nationalist cause, 
compared to the more than 50,000 who 
used to attend in the 1960s and 1970s. 

The growing gap between the moderate 
nationalist New Flemish Alliance (N-VA) 
and the ultra-nationalist VB explains the 
call for unity. The N-VA, currently riding 
high in the polls with potentially 40% of 
the vote in Flanders, has consistently 
refused collaboration with the VB. 


UKRAINE 


Nazis arrested on 
bomb charges 
From Anton Shekhovtsov in Kyiv 


THREE NAZIS were arrested 
at the end of August after a 
homemade bomb was seized 
from Patriot of Ukraine 
(PoU) and the Social 
National Assembly (SNA), 
the country’s most visible 
nazi organisations. 

Two of them, Serhiy Bevz 
and Volodymyr Shpara, were 
on the 2007 party 
candidates’ list of the All- 
Ukrainian Union - 
“Freedom” (Svoboda), 
which gained 0.76% of the 
vote but has since made 
major gains in regional 
elections. Both became 
members of PoU in 2006 
and since then Bevz has 
been “commander” of its 
Kyiv cell with Shpara as his 
“deputy commander”. In 
2011 Bevz became a 
member of the Executive 
Committee of SNA, which 
was planning earlier this year 
to register as a political party. 

The third man, lhor 
Mosiychuk, joined the 
paramilitary extreme-right 
Ukrainian National Assembly 
— Ukrainian National Self 
Defence in 1994. This party is 


C= 


Left to right: 
Serhiy Bevz, 
Andriy Bilets'ky 
(leader of SNA) 
and Yuriy Zbitnyev 
(leader of the New 
Force party) 


notorious for its participation 
in armed conflicts in 
Transdniestria, Georgia, and 
the Russian Federation 
(Chechen Republic), where a 
number of its members 
fought against Moldovan and 
Abkhaz separatists and 
Russian federal forces 
respectively. 

In 1998, Mosiychuk signed 
up with the Social-National 
Party of Ukraine, a 
predecessor of Svoboda. In 
2010, he joined PoU and 
successfully contested the 
Vasyl’kiv town council 
elections on the list of “For 
Ukraine!". Earlier this year, 
he became a member of the 
Executive Committee and 
head of press service of SNA. 

As well as the bomb, 
which could have killed or 
maimed people and objects 
within 100m, officers of the 
Ukrainian security service 
(SSU) say they seized 
computer discs containing 
recordings of POU/SNA 
meetings, bomb-making 
manuals, and child 
pornography. Later, the SSU 
arrested two more PoU 


reconciliation between the various 
nationalist tendencies which some were 
awaiting simply did not happen. On the 
contrary, the fragmentation of the 
hardline nationalist movement itself 
became even more visible as the so- 
called Belfort group of VB dissidents 
heaped scorn on the VB and its impotent 


activists —- Oleksiy Cherneha 
and Vitaliy Zatelepa. 

After the arrests, several 
Vasyl'kiv businessmen told 
the police that these 
“patriots of Ukraine” were 
criminals who had tried to 
take over their business 
interests in the town. 
Zatelepa is said to be 
infamous in Vasyl’kiv for 
racketeering and bribery in 
the land registry office which 
he headed after Mosiychuk 
was elected. 

Yevhen Savchuk, a former 
SSU officer, also maintains 
that leaders of PoU in - 
Vasyl'kiv used activists for 
violent enforcement of their 
own financial interests. 


Savchuk doubts the 
“ideological convictions” of 
PoU/SNA leaders in Vasyl’kiv 
and says that while a nazi 
attack on the Vasyl'kiv town 
market, where a lot of 
Vietnamese people sell their 
goods, might be presented 
to rank and file as an act of 
struggle against “illegal 
migrants”, in reality it was 
just the violent regulation of 
business interests. 

According to the SSU, the 
nazis planned to detonate 
the bomb on Independence 
Day on 22 August, but, 
given their criminal activities, 
they might simply have 
intended to “resolve” some 
“business issue”. 


winded speeches, parades, flag waving, 
drum bands accompanied by the singing 
of nationalist songs and a Roman Catholic 
service held by nationalist priests. Notably 
absent this year was the traditional call for 
an unconditional amnesty for the last 
surviving Flemish collaborators with the 
wartime Nazi regime. This year’s event 


was apparently so tedious that even the 
nationalist press described it as “old- 
fashioned” and “clumsy”. 


president, Bruno Valkeniers. 
The Yzerwake remains a dull, 
uninspiring and predictable mix of long- 


None of the N-VA‘s leading figures 
attended the Yzerwake and the public 
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SWEDEN 


National Democrats in chaos 
By Alexander Bengtsson for Expo in Stockholm 


THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC (ND) party is being shaken 
by internal conflicts and defections resulting from 
dissatisfaction with the party's leader Marc Abramsson, 
who has accused his critics of being EU infiltrators. 

This is not the first time that Abramsson's torpid 
leadership has attracted criticism or that large numbers of 
members have jumped ship. The difference now is that 
even the loyal core of the party has had enough, leaving 
Abramsson to run the party with a handful of activists. 

The latest conflict erupted during the weeks before the 
party's annual meeting on 20 August when a faction, 
including Daniel Spansk, an elected councillor in Nykvarn, 
and Vavra Suk, editor of the “nationalist” daily Nationel! 
Idag, started plotting to oust Abramsson. The dissidents 
blamed him for the party's dismal 1,141 votes in the 
parliamentary election in 2010 and accused him of 
hogging all the party's important positions. 

They had intended to sideline Abramsson during the 
meeting and replace him with Spansk and Jorgen Kromann, a 
party veteran, but Abramsson got wind of the plot and took 
preemptive action. According to his enemies, when the ND's 
Stockholm district, which has no known activities, held its 
annual meeting, Abramsson contrived to “forget” to notify 
his opponents. As a result the district unanimously elected him 
as its delegate for the party's annual meeting, where he was 
re-elected as leader, having effectively barred his detractors 
from attending. Abramsson, however, claims that Spansk 
neglected to pay his membership subscription for 2011. 

Outmanoeuvred, Spansk and his supporters walked out of 
the party, writing on a blog: “Abramsson has tried to slander 
us in front of other party members using accusations against 
us of having psychiatric diagnoses in order to vilify us. It is 
against party rules to do so. He has also said that we work 
for external elements and that we have worked to hurt the 
ND. The truth is exactly the opposite!" 

As vitriolic attacks on the ND leader continued on the 
internet, Suk distanced himself from Spansk declaring that 
he would remain in the party. Another party veteran, 
Heinz Burgemeister, also retracted his resignation. 

The crisis in the ND received attention outside Sweden 
when Abramsson wrote an article for the British National 
Party's website, in which he blamed the breakdown of the 
ND on an EU-directed fifth column. His paranoia, however, 
only led to even harsher criticism in Sweden with Kromann 
arguing that: “The ND is now abolishing itself with Marc 
Abramsson as leader". 

Spansk has made no further comments but has admitted 
to wanting the party leadership with Kromann as organiser. 
Abramsson, meanwhile, has said he would welcome Spansk 
back to the ND should he find the courage to retreat. 
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RUSSIA 


Nationalism pervades election 


campaign 


From Ulyana Bobrova in Moscow 


THE CAMPAIGN FOR the 
parliamentary election on 

4 December has begun in 
earnest, even though the result 
is a foregone conclusion and 
there is little real choice. The 
campaign rhetoric is 
dominated by shrill nationalist 
tones despite President Dmitri 
Medvedev's warning, at a 
meeting with the chairmen of 
the main political parties at the 
end of August, about the 
danger of nationalist-led 
campaigning and a threat of 
legal sanctions should 
politicians foment ethnic strife. 

Medvedev's partner Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin has 
given the signal tolaunch an 
ad-hoc All-Russian Popular 
Front as a fifth wheel to his 
United Russia campaign. 
Because this new outfit requires 
not only a structure but also an 
adept publicity campaign, the 
Kremlin has summoned Dmitri 
Rogozin back from Brussels to 
steer its efforts. 

Rogozin directed the Rodina 
(Motherland National Patriotic 
Union) campaign in the last 
parliamentary election with 
anti-immigrant slogans such as 
“We're clearing rubbish from 
Moscow". Viewed as having 
gone too far, he was moved 
sideways to become Russia's 


permanent representative at 
Nato headquarters in Brussels. 
However, because he is a 
talented right-wing populist 
with a broad audience, he will 
be a welcome addition to the 
Kremlin team, which seems to 
see no contradiction between 
Rogozin and Medvedev's 
“warnings”. 

Another right-wing populist, 
the notorious political clown 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, has 
announced that he will make 
the “Russian question” a 
central theme of his Liberal 
Democratic Party's (LDPR) 
campaign, which has as its 
main slogan “For the 
Russians”. 

Also a contender is the Right 
Cause party, which presents 
itself as a “liberal” alternative 
to the Kremlin's official party 
United Russia. This party, led 
since June by the 
multibillionaire Mikhail 
Prokhorov, Russia's fifth richest 
man, has welcomed 
nationalists into its ranks, 
especially in the greater 
Moscow region where 
skinheads have flocked to the 
party's colours. After all, one of 
the leading Right Cause 
officials in the Moscow region 
has claimed it “would be 
unwise to leave the 


‘nationalistic field’ entirely to 
Zhirinovsky”. 

The likely main themes of the 
election campaign were 
highlighted in poll results 
released by the Levada Centre, 
an opinion research institute. 
When asked whether the 
number of supporters of right- 
wing views had increased over 
the past few years, 52% 
answered yes and 46% 
admitted harbouring 
resentment towards people of 
different nationalities. Almost as 
many claimed to be the target 
of hostile attitudes from people 
of other nationalities. 

The reason for these 
nationalist tendencies was 
“provocative behaviour by 
migrants” according to 44% of 
respondents. In January, the 
comparative figure was 37%. 
A declining number of 
respondents suggested that 
poor living conditions in Russia 
might be a reason for the 
growth of nationalism. Russia 
remains in an economic crisis in 
which the number living below 
the official subsistence level 
increased from 20.6 million to 
22.9 million in the first quarter 
of 2011. 

Since last year the state has 
moved to outlaw some 
influential extreme-right 
organisations. In early 
September the Supreme Court 
endorsed a ban on the Russian 
All-National Union (RONS) 
which a court in Vladimir had 
classified as “extremist” at the 
end of May. The decision 
follows bans on the Movement 
against Illegal Immigration and 
on a regional offshoot of the 
St Petersburg National Socialist 
Initiative. 

Prohibitions alone offer little 
help in fighting the deepening 
racist and xenophobic 
tendencies in Russian society, 
especially since the government 
itself is only too happy to 
exploit nationalist rhetoric at 
election times. 


SPAIN 


Scandals hit Catalonian party's 
election campaign 


Sandra Cortes reports from Madrid 


THE EXTREME-RIGHT 
Platform for Catalonia (PxC) 
announced in late July that 
it would contest the Spanish 
general election on 20 
November. Its campaign is 
backed by the Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO) and 
the Northern League in Italy. 
Recent scandals involving 
some of its councillors 
promise a tense campaign 

Early polls indicate that 
the opposition conservative 
Popular Party will win the 
election and that the far 
right might manage to creep 
into Congress for the first 
time since 1979. 

The far-right outfit most 
likely to succeed is 
undoubtedly the PxC, which 
gained 67 councillors in 
municipal elections in March 
2010. However the 
government's decision to 
bring forward the election 
may have damaged its 
chances because the PxC 
will now only stand in 
Catalonia with its leader, 
Josep Anglada, heading its 
candidates’ list. 

In late July one of the 
PxC's candidates in 
l'Hospitalet de Llobregat 
(Barcelona), Alex Costa 
Duran, posted a message on 
his Facebook page 
supporting the Norwegian 
terrorist murderer Anders 
Breivik. Days later, he added 
a video tribute to Hitler's SS 
titled: “We will never 
abandon our struggle". 
After media exposure, the 
PxC announced that Duran 
would be “admonished”. 


Anti-racist rally in 
Salt against PxC 


In another scandal, two 
party councillors in the 
Catalan town of Salt - 
where 42% of the residents 
are immigrant and the PxC 
has three councillors — 
abused Juana Martinez, a 
former colleague. Martinez 
left the party last August, 
commenting that “there are 
a lot of nazis” in the PxC, 
after “friends” reproached 
her on Facebook for an 
affair with a black citizen 
originally from Cameroon, 
callingshere tie sri rs 
Soon afterwards, a second 
PxC councillor in Salt, Carles 
Bonet, announced his own 
resignation after revealing 
he was having an affair with 
a man originally from Santo 
Domingo, and accused party 
members of increasingly 
resembling “the Nazis of the 
1940s". 

Two weeks after its latest 
problems hit the headlines, 
the PxC called a 


demonstration against the 
construction of a mosque in 
Salt and sparked controversy 
after several supporters on 
Facebook urged people to 
come to protest with petrol. 
As a result, the High Court 
banned the demonstration 
and about 300 people 
attended an anti-racist rally. 

The PxC’s finances have 
again attracted attention 
after it emerged that 
Anglada will have to furnish 
legal justification to the 
Court of Auditors for the 
financial aid he has received 
from the Northern League 
and FPO. Anglada did not 
help himself by bragging to 
a newspaper that the 
Northern League and FPO, 
whose chairman Heinz- 
Christian Strache visited 
Barcelona last November 
during the regional election 
campaign, had provided as 
yet indeterminate sums for 
his party. 
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ITALY 


Italian fascists were active in 1920s Britain 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE FIRST EVER march by 
fascists in London had to be 
cancelled. The year was 1921 
and the fascists were Italian. 
Achille Bettini had organised 
the march “by four, in military 
order, to the Cenotaph, then 
on to Westminster Abbey”. 
The Home Office warned that 
the march could not take place 
while Parliament was sitting. 
Disgruntled, the fascists went 
to St Peter’s Italian Church in 
Clerkenwell instead. 

Soon afterwards in February 
1922, Antonio Cippico, a 
professor of Italian at 
University College London, 
flanked by his assistant, 
Camillo Pellizzi, helped set up 
the London branch of the 
Partito Nazionale Fascista 
(PNF). In November the same 
year not only did the march go 
ahead, with the fascists in 
uniform posing outside 
Westminster Abbey, but some 
British fascists also attended, 
including Captain Harold 


Goad. The former Ambassador 
to Italy Sir Rennell Rodd, 
president of the British Italian 
League, and Charles T 
Foxcroft MP of the Friends of 
Italy Association, both early 
fascist sympathisers, must 
have rejoiced at this act of 
defiance of the House of 
Commons where at that time 
Oswald Mosley was interested 
only in making speeches about 
exports and imports through 
the Black Sea. The only 
warnings about “the coming 
European war and the spread 
of fascism" came from Sylvia 
Pankhurst's The Worker's 
Dreadnought, concerned at 
Ramsay MacDonald's “giving 
hospitality to Pellizzi’s articles 
in Socialist Review" and at the 
Daily Herald's lenient view of 
fascism. 

On the horizon, inspired by 
the Italian blackshirts, were 
Rotha Lintorn-Orman and 
Lord Garvagh who founded 
the British Fascisti in 1923. 


Italian fascists outside Westminster Abbey in 1922 captured in a rarely seen image 
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Bettini observed that “Miss 
Lintorn-Orman has been in 
frequent contact with us”. 
Mussolini's plan was bearing 
fruit. Together with his spin- 
doctor, Michele Bianchi, he 
had determined to turn the 
20,000-strong Italian colony 
in the UK into a shop window 
of fascist ideology. He called it 
“my firstborn abroad”. By the 
time Mosley came on the 
scene, the London PNF was in 
full swing, with fascist camps 
in Maidstone, Kent, marches 
to the Edgware Stadium, and 
good relations with Downing 
Street while the Secret 
Services were monitoring the 
activities of the anti-fascists. 
Between 1933 and 1935 
Mussolini helped finance the 
British Union of Fascists and 
received Mosley in Rome. He 
must have deemed it possible 
to develop a Hitler-Mussolini- 
Mosley governing European 
alliance capable of isolating 
Russia and France and of 


keeping the United States in 
its place. But in 1936 
Mussolini appears to have had 
second thoughts. Mosley had 
regular contact with Hitler. 
Could that lead, instead of a 
triumvirate, to a permanent 
northern téte-a-téte? 

It may have troubled 
Mussolini that a son of 
perfidious Albion could not be 
trusted in any form or shape, 
not even in a nazi-fascist 
uniform, as he would remain 
in charge, if victorious, of the 
most powerful empire on 
earth and not relinquish an 
inch of the control of the 
Mediterranean that Italy so 
much aspired to regain. 
Mussolini stopped payments 
to the BUF. By now, however, 
it was also becoming clear 
that in the city where he had 
thought his blackshirts had 
set a conquering example, the 
people were taking to the 
streets to say “no pasaran”. 
And they really meant it. 
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Searchlight 


readers’ survey 


A FEW MONTHS AGO WE ENCLOSED A 
questionnaire to UK subscribers to find out what 
they thought about the magazine, what they liked 
best, and what they would like to see more of. We 
also tried to gain a better idea of who subscribes to 
Searchlight and why. To keep it short we did not 
include some questions we might have asked but the 
results provided some useful information that will 
help us in future editions. 

What readers liked best were our BNP news reports 
and investigations. This is not surprising as 
throughout its existence Searchlight'’s emphasis has 
been on obtaining intelligence on the far right and 
analysing it. We will therefore continue to publish 
investigative stories. Readers who watched this 
month's Panorama documentary on the BNP's 
financial frauds will know that this has been one of 
our major areas of investigation for several years. 
One of the programme's main revelations, the BNP's 
alleged falsification of election returns, had already 
appeared in last month's issue of Searchlight. 

Searchlight has called several times for an official 
investigation into the BNP's financial misdeeds. We 
submitted a detailed report to the House of 
Commons in December 2007, written by our 
financial investigator and deputy editor Sonia Gable, 
we followed that up by working with a BBC radio 
File on Four documentary, broadcast on 12 February 
2008, which highlighted some of the irregularities, 
and have put in complaints to the Electoral 
Commission. Hopefully the present calls for an 
investigation following Panorama will result in action. 

What was interesting is that many readers wanted 
more in-depth features and articles by academics and 
outside writers. This will be assisted by our joint 
venture with the Radicalism and New Media Research 
Group at the University of Northampton, formed 
recently to provide students, practitioners and low- 
paid academics with a series of publications under 
the title Mapping the Far Right. These short books 
will bring to readers in an accessible form the latest 
thinking on a range of topics connected with the far 
right and how to combat its politics. 

Although we do not have a letters’ page, we 
welcome reader feedback so that we can continue 
to produce an interesting and useful magazine. 

The responses to the survey questions are 
published to the right. 


Do you receive Searchlight as % 


Individual subscriber 79 
Organisation 19 
Via workplace 2 


How long have you received Searchlight % 


Less than 1 year 
1-3 years 

3-5 years 

More than 5 years 


How do you rate Searchlight 


Very good 
Good 

Average 
Poor/very poor 


How much of the magazine do you read % 


All of it 
Most 

Just articles 
Very little 


Which section do you like best % 
first second third 

BNP news t 

Investigations 

International 

HOPE not hate 


How do you find the layout of the 
magazine 

Very good 

Good 


Average 
Poor/very poor 


Do you feel you are adequately 
informed about the British far right 
Yes 

No 


What would you like to see more 
in the magazine 

News on the far right 

Academics and outside writers 

Longer in-depth articles 

International coverage 

More regular columns 
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A Searchlight report 


You can download this report free at www.lonewolfproject.org.uk 
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PROTECTING 


the Jewish community 
You can download this report free at www.thecst.org.uk (follow CST publications link) 
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ANTIFASCISTAS 


British and Irish Volunteers in the Spanish Civil War 


EXHIBITION 


International Brigade 
Memorial Trust 


For further information on the 
exhibition contact 
secretary @international-brigades.org.uk 
Tel: 020 8555 6674 

Web: www. international-brigades. org.uk 


Antifascistas tells the story of the 2,500 volunteers from the British Isles who joined the 
legendary International Brigades to defend democracy during the Spanish Civil War of 1936-39. 


Produced by the International Brigade Memorial Trust, the exhibition sets out the reasons why 
the volunteers took the extraordinary decision to risk their lives in a foreign war — in which 
more than 500 of them died. The role of the British Battalion in many of the key battles in Spain 
is described, along with brief biographies of outstanding individuals who took part. Antifascistas 
also details the heroic work of the medical volunteers in makeshift hospitals near the front line. 


In addition, the exhibition considers the cultural and artistic impact of the International Brigades 
and their historical legacy, underlining the importance today of remembering their example of 
international solidarity. 


Using many contemporary photographs and striking images, Antifascistas brings to life the 
idealism, commitment and sacrifice of these exceptional men and women who served in the 
International Brigades and continued the fight against fascism during the Second World War 
and beyond. ‘ 
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Cable Street veteran and former Stepney councillor Max Levitas, 96, 
leads the Cable Street anniversagy march Photos: David Hoffman 


